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DETAILED ACTION 

1. Claims 1-9, filed 08/02/2005, are presented for examination. 

REMARK 

The use of reference characters (pi, p2, p3) , (sll, s12, ... sli, s21, s22, .... s2i, 
s31,s32,...s3i), ({pl,sll,s12,...sli},{p2,s21,s22,...s2i}, {p3,s31,s32,s3i, ...}), in claims 
1 and 3, is to be considered as having no effect on the scope of the claims(MPEP, 
608.01(m)). 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 101 

35 U.S.C. 101 reads as follows: 

Whoever invents or discovers any new and useful process, machine, manufacture, or 
composition of matter, or any new and useful improvement thereof, may obtain a patent 
therefor, subject to the conditions and requirements of this title. 



Claim 9 is rejected under 35 U. S. C. 101 because the claimed invention is directed to 
non-statutory subject matter. 

Claim 9 is directed to a computer program operative to parse EPG data that is neither a 
process("action"), machine, manufacture nor composition of matter(i.e., a tangible"thing") and 
therefore does not fall within one of the four statutory categories of § 101. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

2. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or 
described as set forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject 
matter sought to be patented and the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole 
would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person having ordinary 
skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived 
by the manner in which the invention was made. 

3. Claims 1-9 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Schein et al in 
view of Kim et al, US No. 20050210145. 
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Re claim 1 , Schein et al disclose a method(method for displaying schedule 
information on a visual interface, such as a television screen, 0008) of coding(program 
code , 0056) and/or transmitting EPG data( program guide data is transmitted, 0061 ; 
transmission of an EPG in a digital satellite system, 0028 ) , the data(program guide 
data , 0054) comprising respective ones of multiple program records(multitude of 
programs , 0003) identifying a respective one(Each show title is identified by a unique 
20-bit show identification number, 0080) of multiple programs(multitude of programs , 
0003) and specific ones(selected ones of the outputs and displays the received 
program, 0052) of a plurality(many shows are broadcast by multiple channels, 0081) of 
schedule(schedule information for a particular time , 0084) records identifying one or 
more specific scheduled broadcast times(on various channels at various times, 0006) of 
the respective programs(The viewer may scroll through the cells to view which 
television programs are being presented on various channels at various times. In 
addition, the viewer may select certain cells to obtain more information on the 
associated program or to pull up other submenus with additional options, 0006), 
characterized (controller operates in the character mode, 0065) in that the program 
records (pi, p2, p3) and the schedule records (schedule data structures and theme data 
structures linked by handles and handle tables. Each handle is an index to a handle 
table which contains pointers to blocks of memory where items of the database are 
stored, 0060) (sll, s12, ... sli, s21, s22, .... s2i, s31 ,s32,...s3i) are coded (store program 
code , 0056; schedule information is transmitted as a set of short commands of 
specified formats, 0057, that means coding). 

But Schein et al fail to disclose and/or transmitted in an interleaved manner. 



In an analogous art, Kim et al and/or transmitted in an interleaved manner( audio, 
video, textual data, and possibly other data are interleaved into a single stream, 0051). 
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In view of the teaching of Kim, it would have been obvious for any person of 
ordinary skill in the art at that time the invention was made to introduce interleaved 
manner into the system of Schein, as taught by Kim, for the benefit of combining 
different files formats. 

Re claim 2, Schein et al disclose program records (program data storage, 0069) 
and schedule records (schedule information, 0008) are sorted (to assist the viewer in 
sorting, 0006) on a time basis (a period of time, e.g., a day, week or longer, 0039, that 
means a time basis). 

But fail to disclose "characterized in that the interleaved". 

In an analogous art, Kim et al disclose characterized (characterization of the 
source information, 0050) interleaved (audio, video, textual data, and possibly other 
data are interleaved into a single stream, 0051). 

In view of the teaching of Kim, it would have been obvious for any person of 
ordinary skill in the art at that time the invention was made to introduce interleaved 
manner into the system of Schein, as taught by Kim, for the benefit of combining 
different files formats. 

Re claim 3, Schein et al disclose characterized in that schedule records refer to 
program records that are ahead in the coding scheme(the schedule information is 
transmitted as a set of short commands of specified formats, 0057) 
({pl.sll.s1 2,...sli},{p2,s21 ,s22,...s2i}, {p3,s31 ,s32,s3i,...}). 

Re claim 4, Schein et al disclose program records and schedule 
records(schedule information for a particular time , 0084) are coded(store program code 
, 0056) in a section, which is separate and ahead in the coding scheme(specified 
formats, 0057) from other sections comprising information relating to the 
programs(program related information, 0053). 
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But fail to disclose characterized in that the interleaved. 
In an analogous art, Kim et al disclose characterized interleaved (audio, video, 
textual data, and possibly other data are interleaved into a single stream, 0051). 

In view of the teaching of Kim, it would have been obvious for any person of 
ordinary skill in the art at that time the invention was made to introduce interleaved 
manner into the system of Schein, as taught by Kim, for the benefit of combining 
different files formats. 

Re claim 5, characterized in that the section, which comprises interleaved 
program records(program data storage, 0069) and schedule records(schedule 
information , 0008), is preceded by a section(schedule information area and/or obtain 
more information about programs, 0008) comprising general information(ID numbers in 
the commands facilitate organizing the information into a relational database utilizing 
database engine software stored in memory and executed by the processor, 0057; each 
show title is identified by a unique 20-bit show identification number and each show 
description is identified by a unique 20-bit number assigned at the head end, 0080, that 
means there is identification, general information is defined on page 5 of the 
specification as identifying the EPG data). 

But fail to disclose "characterized (characterization of the source information, 0050) in 
that the section, which comprises interleaved" 

In an analogous art, Kim et al disclose characterized interleaved (audio, video, 
textual data, and possibly other data are interleaved into a single stream, 0051). 

In view of the teaching of Kim, it would have been obvious for any person of ordinary 
skill in the art at that time the invention was made to introduce interleaved manner into 
the system of Schein, as taught by Kim, for the benefit of combining different files 
formats. 

Re claim 6, Schein et al fail to disclose wherein the program records and schedule 
records are interleaved so that two successive ones of the program records are 
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separated by one or more schedule records associated with a particular one of the two 
successive program records. 

In an analogous art, Kim et al disclose wherein the program records and schedule 
records are interleaved(audio, video, textual data, and possibly other data are 
interleaved into a single stream, 0051) so that two successive ones(in interlaced mode, 
a frame picture consists of two temporally-alternating field pictures each of which is 
scanned in a raster-scan order, 0017) of the program records are separated by one or 
more schedule records(There may be multiple programs in one TS, and each may have 
an independent time base and a separate set, 0053; associated with a particular one of 
the two successive program records(in interlaced mode, a frame picture consists of two 
temporally-alternating field pictures each of which is scanned in a raster-scan order, 
0017). 

In view of the teaching of Kim, it would have been obvious for any person of 
ordinary skill in the art at that time the invention was made to implement disclose 
wherein the program records and schedule records are interleaved so that two 
successive ones of the program records are separated by one or more schedule 
records associated with a particular one of the two successive program records into the 
system of Schein. With such modification, the system will be able to combine files that 
are coded in different formats. 

Re claim 7, Schein et al disclose a device comprising an encoder(see fig. 3, 
element 118, encoding and decoding logic; encoded in a digital format, 0050) for coding 
EPG data(an EPG System , 0048) comprising program records and schedule records in 
accordance with the method as claimed in claim 1 

Re claim 8, Schein et al disclose a receiving device comprising a 
decoder (see fig. 2, element 36, and decoder) for decoding EPG data comprising 
program records and schedule records coded in accordance with the method as 
claimed in claim 1. 

Re claim 9, Schein et al disclose a computer program operative to parse EPG 
data, wherein the data comprises respective ones of multiple program 
records((multitude of programs , 0003) identifying a respective one(Each show title is 
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identified by a unique 20-bit show identification number, 0080) of multiple programs and 
specific ones(selected ones of the outputs and displays the received program, 0052) of 
a plurality of schedule(schedule information for a particular time , 0084) records 
identifying one or more specific scheduled broadcast times of the respective 
programs(The viewer may scroll through the cells to view which television programs are 
being presented on various channels at various times. In addition, the viewer may select 
certain cells to obtain more information on the associated program or to pull up other 
submenus with additional options, 0006). 

But Schein et al did not disclose wherein the program records and schedule 
records are interleaved so that two successive ones of the program records are 
separated by one or more schedule records associated with a particular one of the two 
successive program records. 

In an analogous art, Kim et al disclose wherein the program records and schedule 
records are interleaved(audio, video, textual data, and possibly other data are 
interleaved into a single stream, 0051 ) so that two successive ones(in interlaced mode, 
a frame picture consists of two temporally-alternating field pictures each of which is 
scanned in a raster-scan order, 0017) of the program records are separated by one or 
more schedule records(There may be multiple programs in one TS, and each may have 
an independent time base and a separate set, 0053; associated with a particular one of 
the two successive program records(in interlaced mode, a frame picture consists of two 
temporally-alternating field pictures each of which is scanned in a raster-scan order, 
0017). 

In view of the teaching of Kim, it would have been obvious for any person of 
ordinary skill in the art at that time the invention was made to implement disclose 
wherein the program records and schedule records are interleaved so that two 
successive ones of the program records are separated by one or more schedule 
records associated with a particular one of the two successive program records into the 
system of Schein. With such modification, the system will be able to combine files that 
are coded in different formats. 
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Conclusion 

4. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to applicant's 
disclosure. Carlucci et al (US. 20040244058) disclose programming content processing and 
management system and method. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the examiner 
should be directed to Jean Duclos Saintcyr whose phone number is 571-270-3224. The examiner 
can normally reach on M-F 7:30-5:00 PM EST.If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone 
are not successful, his supervisor, Brian Pendleton, can be reach on 571-272-7527. The fax 
number for the organization where the application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent Application 
Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications may be obtained from 
either private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished applications is available 
through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR system, see htpp://pair- 
direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the private PAIR system, contact the 
Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-21 7-9 197(toll free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information system, dial 
800-786-9 199(IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 



Jean Duclos Saintcyr 
02/18/2008 

/Brian T. Pendleton/ 

Supervisory Patent Examiner, Art Unit 2623 



